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LANDERFICHE — Februar 2024 Allgemeine Informationen:
Georgien + i+ 3.7 Mio. Einwohner (2021)

+ B + Abkommen uber Handel und wirtschaftliche
, . . _ Zusammenarbeit, in Kraft seit 01.01.2001
' " 9 e Doppelbesteuerungsabkommen, in Kraft seit
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e |nvestitionsschutzabkommen, in Kraft seit
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Wichtigste Punkte':

o Georgiens Wirtschaft ist jene eines Transitionslandes, in hohem Masse vom Ausland ab-
hangig (2023 Handelsbilanzdefizit 1.8 Mia USD), wenig diversifiziert und mit einer schwachen
industriellen Produktion. Die Landwirtschaft beschaftigt die Halfte der Arbeithnehmer, generiert
aber nur ca. 7% des BIP. Zu den wichtigsten Exportgutern Georgiens gehéren Metalle wie
Kupfer und Eisen, das Land ist stark von Ruickiiberweisungen und dem Tourismus abhangig.

e Gemass provisorischen Daten fur 2023: BIP steigt um 6.2%, Arbeitslosigkeit steigt auf
18.4%, Budgetdefizit betragt 3% des BIP bei einer Gesamtverschuldung von 40% des BIP.
Die Inflation sinkt auf 2.4 %.

e Nach der Turkei mit einem Warenhandelsvolumen von 3 Mia. USD ist Russland mit 2.4 Mia.
USD 2023 der wichtigste Handelspartner von Georgien. Bedingt durch den Ukraine-Krieg
flossen 2022 rund 3,6 Mia USD an Einkommen aus Russland durch Ruickiberweisungen,
Tourismus und Exporte nach Georgien, was Vergleich zu 2021 dreimal héher ist und 14,6%
des BIP ausmachte. Dieser Anteil sank 2023 aufgrund der geringeren Rickuiberweisungen
auf 10.3%.

o Zwischen der EFTA und Georgien besteht seit 2018 ein Freihandelsabkommen. Das bilate-
rale Handelsvolumen mit der Schweiz betrug 2023 188 Mio. CHF (+10.8%) und legte damit
nach 2022 erneut stark zu. Die Exporte der Schweiz (60% Chemie und Pharma) Uberstiegen
2023 die Importe (87% Edelmetalle) um 27 Mio. CHF.

e Trotz seiner Uberschaubaren Grosse bietet der georgische Markt u.a. aufgrund seines Mo-
dernisierungsbedarfs und der Moglichkeit einer «Hubfunktion» fiir den Kaukasus und
Zentralasien Mdglichkeiten fir die Schweizer Wirtschaft. Dabei verfligt Georgien im regiona-
len Vergleich Uber gute Rahmenbedingen (z.B. ginstige Arbeitskrafte, keine systemische
«petty corruption», gute Arbeit der Zollbehérden). Entwicklungspotential besteht z.B. in den
folgenden Bereichen: Tourismus, Landwirtschaft (z.B. Frichte, Nisse), Gesundheitssektor,
Ingenieurswesen (z.B. Tunnel), Diversifizierung der Wirtschaft und Verbesserung der Konnek-
tivitat.

! Wirtschaftsbericht der Schweizer Botschaft in Tiflis vom Juni 2023, Outlook IWF Oktober 2023, BAZG Handelszahlen
Februar 2024.
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1. Bilaterale Handelsbeziehungen (Schweizer Perspektive)?
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Export (Mio. CHF) Import (Mio. CHF) Export (Mio. CHF) Import (Mio. CHF)
s T 0tal (Mio. CHF) s T otal (Mio. CHF)
Export (Mio. Verinde- Import (Mio. Verinde- Saldo Total (Mio.  Verinde-
CHF) rung (%) CHF) rung (%) (Mio. CHF) CHF) rung (%)
2019 54 -6.3 70 0.4 -17 124 -2.6
2020 40 -25.8 91 29.6 -51 131 5.6
2021 54 36.6 71 -22.4 -16 125 -4.5
2022 87 59.8 83 16.9 4 169 35.5
2023* 108 24.0 80 -3.2 27 188 10.8
(Total 1) 96 60 10 21.0 85 106 11.3

* . .
Provisorische Zahlen

Wichtigste Giiter (2023)
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2. Direktinvestitionen?

Gemass den georgischen Statistiken betrug der Kapitalbestand der auslandischen
Direktinvestitionen per Ende 2022 insgesamt 22.3 Mrd. USD, was einer Zunahme um 15.1%
gegenuber dem Vorjahr entspricht. Die grossten Investoren kamen aus Aserbaidschan (17.7%),
UK (16%), Niederlande (8%) und Turkei (6.7%). Die Schweiz belegte per Ende 2022 den 16.
Platz mit einem Kapitalbestand von insgesamt 324 Mio USD (Zufluss von 63 Mio), was einem
Gesamtanteil von 1.5% entspricht?.

Die Schweizer Botschaft in Tiflis geht davon aus, dass ca. 40 Firmen vor Ort sind, die als
schweizerisch bezeichnet werden kdnnen (Stand: Mai 2023). In der Mehrheit der Falle handelt es
sich dabei um Handler/Vertriebsgesellschaften von Schweizer Produkten oder Dienstleistungs-
erbringer (fir Servicearbeiten beispielsweise). Die Schweiz ist in Georgien hauptsachlich durch

2 BAZG, Total 2: einschliesslich Goldbarren und andere Edelmetalle, Miinzen, Edel- und Halbedelsteine sowie Kunst-
werke und Antiquitaten. Total 1: Konjunkturtotal ohne Gold.

3 Wirtschaftsbericht der Schweizer Botschaft in Tiflis vom Juni 2023

4 Source: National Statistics Office of Georgia: geostat.ge; 10.03.2023 (preliminary data for 2022)

454.123-18-1/1 2


https://www.geostat.ge/media/52039/Foreign-Direct-Investments-2022-and-Q4-2022-%28Preliminary%29.pdf

globale Unternehmen wie Roche, Nestlé, Novartis, Syngenta, BME-Schindler, JTI, Philip Morris,
MSC, SGS, Oriflame, Holcim, Stadler Rail und Franke vertreten. Andere Schweizer Firmen in
Georgien sind Margebeli (beinhaltet Nabeghlavi Healthy Water und Marneuli Food Factory, wurde
durch den Start-up Fund des SECO unterstitzt), Militzer & Miinch, Camille Bloch oder Stucky.

3. Wirtschaftsklima

a Corruption Perception Index 2023: 49. Platz von 180 Landern (Tendenz negativ)
0 Index of Economic Freedom 2023: 32. Platz von 184 Landern (Tendenz negativ)
o Global Innovation Index 2023: 65. Platz von 132 Landern (Tendenz positiv)

o Human Development Index 2021: 63. Platz von 191 Landern (Tendenz positiv)

4. Entwicklungszusammenarbeit

Budget allocated for
Georgia 2022-2025 (in

Currently active Swiss development agencies in Georgia: million CHF)
5.6
o SDC (Georgiais partofthe o SECO-WE e
South Caucasus priority re- (complementary measures) '
gion)
e PHRDS®

The Swiss governmental development agencies implement a joint cooperation programme. In the
South Caucasus region, SDC is in the lead and SECO-WE complements their activities, specifi-
cally in certain fields of economic development cooperation. The Swiss development agencies
also cooperate with multilateral institutions, the private sector, the development finance institution
of the Swiss Confederation (SIFEM), academia as well as NGOs, and streamline their efforts with
them. Current minimum commitments for Georgia are visible in the top right. In addition to that,
SDC has allocated 15.5 million CHF for regional programmes in the South Caucasus region.

Cooperation Programme 2022-2025 South Caucasus

The overall goal of the Swiss Cooperation Programme is: People of the region benefit from sus-
tainable and inclusive economic and social development, democratic public institutions, human
security, peace, and increased climate change resilience, achieved through regional dialogue
and cooperation. Gender equality and good governance are crosscutting topics. Specific aims in
each Swiss Portfolio Outcome (SPO) are outlined in the table below.

Protecting and promoting civic en- Improving economic development and creat-
gagement and space as well as co- ing decent jobs
operation in the region e Improve livestock-based agriculture by devel-
e Seeking women’s empowerment in oping additional value chains, improving pro-
government, through legislation and duction of key inputs and outputs and provid-
in the private sector ing vocational education training in agriculture
e Fostering a pluralistic, innovative ¢ Enhance capacity for macro-economic plan-
and participatory cultural sector and ning and of public investment
a whole-of-society approach. Sup- | 4  provide SMEs and local producers with better
porting the contribution of civil soci- access to finance, markets and reducing oper-
ety organizations to confidence ational costs
building & dlalog.ue o Close the gap between skills and labour mar-
e Promote the regional flow of pro- ket needs
duction factors, ideas and infor- _
Tl e Strengthen the capacity of local self-govern-
o . ments to create opportunities for local eco-
* Support organizational partnerships nomic development, create new opportunities
that have regional reach, support in-
dependent media and freedom of

5 Peace and Human Rights Divison (FDFA)
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expression

for employment and income generation to re-
duce outmigration

Strengthening democracy and public
institutions

Make public finance management
more effective, predictable and sus-
tainable

Promote local democratic govern-
ance, participation and accountabil-
ity

Achieve state reform and territorial
reform/decentralisation

Encourage participatory democracy,
human rights-based approaches
and rule of law reforms

Strengthening climate resilience and sustaina-
ble resource management

Enhance the resilience of vulnerable people,
communities and regions in the face of climate
related threats

Intensify research, policy advisory work and
university curriculum development related to
climate change and disaster risk reduction

Link climate change and biodiversity agendas
with economic growth

Encourage scientists’ work and CSOs’ evi-
dence-based policymaking and advocacy in
the region on issues related to climate change

e Strengthen democratic processes
and non-violent conflict resolution

mechanisms

adaptation

Facts and figures

Results achieved

e Switzerland’s in-
volvement in the
South Caucasus
dates back to the re-
lief aid it provided
during the devastat-
ing earthquake in
northern Armenia in
1988

¢ In 1999 SDC and
SECO opened a re-
gional cooperation
office in the Geor-
gian capital Tbilisi

¢ While Swiss Human-

itarian Aid ended its
activities in 2016,
Swiss efforts focus-
ing on cooperation
and peacebuilding
activities in the re-
gion continue
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¢ Significant improvement of the quality and accessibility of farm
support services (including veterinary pharmacies, finance, and
extension services), which increased farm and cattle productiv-
ity in the region. The income of more than 170,000 farmers (in
the whole South Caucasus region) and their families substan-
tially increased, and several thousand jobs were created in ag-
riculture-related businesses. In Georgia, VET in agriculture
was supported through the assistance in drafting and imple-
menting a new VET law.

e More than 100 SMEs in Armenia and Georgia received support
to develop new products or brands in the dairy, meat, wool and
honey value chains.

¢ Newly created income opportunities for 181 households in
Georgia and repairs of small community infrastructure (such as
ambulances or kindergartens), which is serving more than
3,700 families.

¢ One-stop-shops and e-governance have been established in
Armenia and Georgia and have improved delivery of adminis-
trative services. Support for the elaboration of key policy docu-
ments to increase decentralization in Armenia and Georgia.

¢ In Georgia, Switzerland improved national and local govern-
ments’ capacities for integrated risk management of natural
hazards, resulting in the better protection of people and their
assets.

e The Ministry of Economy and Sustainable Development
adopted urban planning standards and architectural standards
for affordable housing in Georgia.



e Swiss support substantially improved living conditions for 197
conflict-affected and returnee families in Abkhazia and the re-

gion of Shida Kartli.

SECO-WE'’s overall strategy and Business Lines:

Economic growth
and sustainable prosperity

Partnerships (multilateral organisations,
private sector, SIFEM, academy, NGO)

Access to markets and opportunities Income opportunities
due to reliable framework conditions due to innovative private-sector initiatives

Gender equality, climate and resource efficiency

—_—77

D Business enivronment D Corporate Social Responsibility i

SECO-WE's overall strategy, with economic growth and sustainable prosperity as the overreaching goal, and the target out-
comes and business lines.
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https://www.seco-cooperation.admin.ch/secocoop/en/home.html
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