
 

New EU steel measures in force since 1 July 2026 
 

On 24 June 2026, the European Union (EU) published the final regulation on its new steel 

measures (Regulation (EU) 2026/1384). With Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 

2026/1457 of 29 June 2026 (the 'Implementing Regulation'), the European Commission set 

out the distribution of tariff quotas among trading partners. The new steel measures have 

applied since 1 July 2026 and replace the steel safeguard measures that expired at the end 

of June 2026. 

 

 

Period of 

application: 

 

The steel measures have applied since 1 July 2026, for an indefinite 

period. 

 

Products 

concerned: 

The steel measures apply to 30 product categories. The tariff lines 

concerned, under the EU customs tariff, are listed in Annex I to the EU 

Regulation. 

 

Countries 

concerned: 

The measures apply to all third countries, including Switzerland. The only 

countries exempted are the EEA/EFTA states Iceland, Liechtenstein and 

Norway. 

 

Tariff quotas (see 

Annex I to the 

Implementing 

Regulation and the 

EU factsheet):  

 

Country-specific quotas (CSQ):  

For product categories in which a country held an average share of EU 

imports of at least 5% over the years 2022–2024, the corresponding EU 

imports fall under country-specific quotas. For Switzerland, country-

specific quotas exist for product categories 12, 14, 16, 17, 26 and 27. 

Two quotas are available for each of these categories: 

 

➢ 'Switzerland': This quota is available exclusively to Switzerland. 

 

➢ 'FTA Quota – CSQ': Switzerland can access this quota on a first-

come, first-served basis, together with other FTA partners of the EU 

(see the list of these countries in Annex II, Section 2 of the 

Implementing Regulation). 

 

The 'FTA Quota – CSQ' can be accessed only after the country-specific 

quota 'Switzerland' has been exhausted. The quotas have different order 

numbers. 

 

Residual quotas:  

For the remaining product categories, in which a country held an average 

share of EU imports of less than 5% over the years 2022–2024, the 

corresponding EU imports fall under the residual quotas. For Switzerland, 

residual quotas exist for product categories 1B, 3A, 3B, 4A, 5, 6, 7, 8, 

10, 13, 15, 18, 19, 20, 22, 24, 25A, 25B and 28. Two quotas are available 

for each of these categories: 

 

➢ 'Other countries': Switzerland can access this quota together with 

all WTO members that do not hold a country-specific quota in these 

product categories, on a first-come, first-served basis. 

 

➢ 'FTA Quota – Other countries': Switzerland can access this quota 

on a first-come, first-served basis, together with other FTA partners 
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of the EU (see the list of these countries in Annex II, Section 4 of 

the Implementing Regulation). 

 

The 'Other countries' and 'FTA Quota – Other countries' quotas are 

available at the same time. For customs clearance of imports, the order 

number of the relevant quota may be used, at the importer's choice. 

 

Special cases: additional guaranteed quotas:  

For product categories 1A, 2, 4B, 9 and 21, Switzerland has been 

allocated additional guaranteed quota volumes ('Switzerland'), even 

though Switzerland would in principle fall under the residual quotas for 

these categories (EU import share of less than 5%). In return, Switzerland 

does not have access to 'FTA Quota – Other countries' for these 

categories. For product categories 2, 4B, 9 and 21, Switzerland 

additionally has access to the respective 'Other countries' quota. For 

product category 1A, only the 'Switzerland' quota is available. 

 

For product categories 2, 4B, 9 and 21, the 'Switzerland' and 'Other 

countries' quotas are available at the same time. For customs clearance 

of imports, the order number of the relevant quota may be used, at the 

importer's choice.  

 

Management of the 

quotas: 

The quota volumes for each product category are opened annually – each 

year running from 1 July to 30 June of the following year – and are 

administered on a quarterly basis (annual total volume divided by four). 

Any balances remaining in the quotas at the end of a quarter are carried 

over to the next quarter within the same year of application; this practice 

will be reviewed after one year and may be adjusted.   

 

Customs clearance: When goods are cleared through customs for import into the EU, the order 

number of the applicable quota must be declared. 

 

Exhaustion of quota 

volumes: 

By entering the order numbers of the relevant quotas (listed in Annex I to 

the Implementing Regulation) on the European Commission's website, it 

is possible to check how much of each quota has been used and what 

duty-free volume remains available.  

 

Duty rate: For EU imports outside the tariff quotas, a customs rate of 50% applies.  

 

'Melt and pour': From 1 October 2026, evidence of the 'melt and pour' country will be 

required, for transparency purposes, when importing steel products into 

the EU. The EU will determine the acceptable forms of evidence by the 

end of August 2026. 

 

Origin: The non-preferential origin of the EU applies, in accordance with the 

Union Customs Code (Arts 59 ff.).  
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