Joint Statement on Economic Cooperation
between

the Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education
and Research of the Swiss Confederation

and

the Department of Trade, Industry and Competition of the
Republic of South Africa

The Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education and Research of the Swiss
Confederation, on the one hand,

and

The Department of Trade, Industry and Competition of the Republic of South Africa, on the
other hand:

Recognising the long-standing diplomatic relations and the solid foundation of political
dialogue, economic cooperation and development partnership that have shaped the
bilateral engagement between the Swiss Confederation and the Republic of South Africa
(hereinafter referred to as the “Parties”) over many decades;

Acknowledging the importance of existing instruments and cooperative frameworks that
facilitate trade, investment, innovation and sustainable development between both Parties,
including the Republic of South Africa’s role as a key partner within the Southern African
Customs Union (SACU) and Switzerland’s membership in the European Free Trade
Association (EFTA);

Underlining the already strong trade and investment ties between the Parties, as
exemplified by the Republic of South Africa’s position as Switzerland’s most important
trading partner on the African continent, and by Switzerland’s consistent ranking among
the top ten investors in South Africa, contributing to job creation, technology transfer, and
professional training for the local workforce;

Recalling the Free Trade Agreement between the EFTA States and the SACU Member States
(in force since 1st May 2008, hereafter referred to as “the FTA”) which has served as a
cornerstone of the economic relations between the Parties and contributed to closer
economic ties and increased market opportunities between them;



Building upon the longstanding bilateral economic cooperation and development
partnership between the Swiss Confederation and the Republic of South Africa, initiated in
2009, the parties reaffirm their commitment to deepen their collaboration through the
Cooperation Program 2025-2028;

Taking note of the Joint Declaration of Cooperation in the Field of Technical and Vocational
Education and Training (TVET), signed by Federal Councillor Guy Parmelin, Head of the
Federal Department of Economic Affairs, Education and Research of the Swiss
Confederation, and Buti Kgwaridi Manamela, South African Minister of Higher Education
and Training, on 29 October 2025;

Considering the evolving global geopolitical and economic environment, marked by
fragility, increased uncertainty, disruptions to global value chains and rising protectionism;

Reaffirming their commitment to a rules-based, non-discriminatory, open, fair, inclusive,
equitable, development-oriented, predictable and transparent multilateral trading system
with the World Trade Organisation (WTO) at its core;

Further reaffirming their shared commitment to sustainable economic growth and
development;

Do hereby declare the following:



SECTION I - Objectives

The Parties seek to:

1.

Support the rules-based multilateral trading system, providing for a predictable,
transparent, non-discriminatory, open and fair global trading environment.

Leverage existing formats, such as the Joint Economic Commission, to promote trade and
investments, and address barriers thereto.

Improve the bilateral economic regulatory framework with a view to creating as
favorable conditions as possible for economic operators on both sides and supporting
long-term competitiveness.

Strengthen bilateral economic development cooperation to foster a dynamic and
inclusive business environment that supports trade and investment for the mutual
benefit of both parties.

SECTION II - Resumption of the review of the Free trade agreement (FTA) Negotiations and

Way Forward

The Parties commit to:

ik

Promptly resume the negotiations on the review of the EFTA-SACU FTA launched in
2018 and bring them to a conclusion as soon as possible.

Work towards bridging the remaining gaps in the negotiations in a constructive, creative
and forward-looking spirit, with the shared goal of achieving a high-standard and
mutually beneficial outcome which will improve market access conditions on both sides
and contribute to the overarching objective of sustainable development.

Develop a negotiating roadmap before the end of 2025, covering all areas under
negotiation and enabling structured progress, including the identification of meaningful
market access achievements for implementation as soon as possible.

Signed in duplicate in Berne on 29 October 2025 in English.

For the Federal Department of Economic For the Department of Trade, Industry and

Affairs, Education and Research of the Competition of the Republic of South Africa

Swiss Confederation

Guy Parmelin Zuko Godlimpi
Federal Councillor Deputy Minister



