MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE SWISS CONFEDERATION
REPRESENTED BY THE FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS,
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
REPRESENTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND
COOPERATION
REGARDING
COOPERATION IN URBAN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN SOUTH AFRICA
‘CITIES SUPPORT PROGRAMME, PHASE 3’

This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is signed by the Swiss Confederation and
the Republic of South Africa, hereinafter referred to collectively as “the Signatories”.

Introduction

South Africa is a key economic partner for Switzerland on the African continent and is
currently holding the G20 Presidency. In a changing global environment, Switzerland
seeks to diversify its economic relationships and deepen cooperation with trusted
partners. With recognised know-how in integrated urban planning and long-term
sustainability, Switzerland is well positioned to support South African cities in
addressing urbanisation, creating jobs - especially for youth - and enhancing
competitiveness. This MoU builds on Switzerland’s existing country programme to
strengthen mutually beneficial economic ties through cities that foster growth and
resilience.

1. Purpose

The purpose of this MoU is to express the intention of the Signatories to cooperate in
the field of sustainable urban development in South Africa, in the context of the Cities
Support Programme (CSP), Phase 3. The Signatories acknowledge the successful
Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the CSP, which laid the foundation for a third phase.

As cities are engines of economic growth, this cooperation aims to support South
African cities in achieving inclusive, resilient, and sustainable urbanisation.

2. Areas of Cooperation
The Signatories intend to collaborate in the following areas:

« Strengthening institutional capacity for integrated urban planning and
management through leadership, infrastructure, investment climate and
financial reforms;

* Promoting climate-resilient infrastructure and service delivery;

« Supporting data-driven decision-making and digital innovation in urban
governance;

+ Facilitating knowledge exchange, technical assistance, and peer learning
between Swiss and South African institutions.

3. Implementation
The cooperation under this MoU may be implemented through:
* Deployment of technical assistance through experts and advisors;



» Workshops, seminars, or study visits;
» Collaborative research, pilot projects and toolkits.

Specific activities and modalities may be further elaborated in separate arrangements
between relevant agencies.

4. Funding

All financial modalities related to the Cities Support Programme may be elaborated in
separate arrangements between the relevant implementing agencies. This MoU does
not create any financial obligations for either Signatory.

5. Legal Status

The present MoU has no binding character and does not create any legally binding
obligations between the Signatories. Therefore, it does not constitute a binding treaty
under international law. It reflects only the goodwill and shared intent of the Signatories
to cooperate.

This MoU takes effect upon signature by both Signatories and may remain valid for
the duration of the Cities Support Programme.

This MoU was signed in Berne, on Wednesday 29 October 2025, in two original
copies, in English.

For the Swiss Confederation For the Government of the
Republic of South Africa

Guy Parmelin Ronald Ozzy Lamola
Federal Councillor, Head of the The Minister of International
Federal Department of Economic Relations and Cooperation

Affairs, Education and Research



