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Trade statistics on the Swiss-EU agreement on mutual recognition
 in relation to conformity assessment (MRA) – 2024

The Agreement between the Swiss Confederation and the European Community on mutual 
recognition in relation to conformity assessment (MRA) is an instrument designed to reduce 
technical barriers in trade of industrial products between Switzerland and the EU.1
The MRA covers 20 product sectors. In 2024, these 20 sectors covered approximately two 
thirds of trade in industrial products between Switzerland and the EU-27. This amounts to CHF 
105 billion of Swiss exports to the EU-27 (equivalent to approx. 76 % of industrial products 
exported to the EU-27) and CHF 98 billion of imports from the EU-27 to Switzerland (equivalent 
to approx. 67 % of industrial products imports from the EU-27). For a breakdown by sector, 
please refer to the table below.

The following points should be borne in mind before considering the MRA trade statistics:

• The MRA trade statistics only show the volume of trade between Switzerland and the 
EU-27 in the product sectors covered by the MRA. 

• The trade statistics do not capture, neither directly nor indirectly, the immediate benefits 
of the MRA for manufacturing businesses based in Switzerland and the EU. They in-
clude avoiding double certification, eliminating the need for Swiss exporters to desig-
nate an importer/a representative in the EU or preventing interruptions in the production 
and distribution chains. 

• The MRA trade statistics are only an indicative estimate of trade in each product sector 
since the trade statistics are based on tariff lines, which may not necessarily be con-
sistent with the product definitions used in the MRA.

• Trade statistics on good laboratory practice (GLP, Chapter 14) and good manufacturing 
practice (GMP, Chapter 15) cover all pharmaceutical and chemical products. However, 
the MRA only partially facilitates market access for these products by covering only 
some aspects of conformity assessment. The structure of customs tariffs was simplified 
on 1 January 2024. This simplification has impacted on the classification of certain 
products between chapters 14 and 15.

• Chapter 10 of the MRA (construction plant and equipment) is not included in the trade 
statistics as it only covers the noise emissions aspect of construction plant and equip-
ment. Trade in these equipment products and machines is covered by the other MRA 
chapters.

• Trade in medical devices (Chapter 4) is only partially covered by the MRA, as the up-
date of this chapter to the new regulation in this area has not taken place. 

1 www.seco.admin.ch/mra

https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2002/276/de
https://www.fedlex.admin.ch/eli/cc/2002/276/de
https://www.bazg.admin.ch/bazg/fr/home/services/services-entreprises/services-firmen_einfuhr-ausfuhr-durchfuhr/zolltarif-tares/aufhebung-der-industriezoelle.html
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Trade statistics on the MRA between Switzerland and the EU-27 for the year 2024

MRA-Chapter
Import (CHF) from 
the EU-27

Export (CHF) to 
the EU-27

1 Machinery 12'055'670’971 10'701'286'658

2 Personal protective equipment 146'155’904 95'383'184

3 Toys 503'368’545 98'532'284

4 Medical devices 3'481'493’949 5'958'646'880

5 Gas appliances and boilers 769'983’918 766'450'785

6 Pressure vessels 34'454’096 7'048'621

7 Radio equipment and telecommunica-
tions terminal equipment 1'220'322'885 548'501'383

8 Equipment and protective systems inten-
ded for use in potentially explosive atmo-
spheres 878'032'561 1'028'605'884

9 Electrical equipment and Electromag-
netic compatibility 3'620'846'426 2'963'483'472

11 Measuring instruments and prepackages 1'469'388'349 2'523'842'818

12 Motor vehicles 12'239'883'795 1'642'547'351

13 Agricultural or forestry tractors 399'006'885 47'278'713

14 Good laboratory practice (GLP) 4'724'408’677 11'383'540’877

15 Medicinal products, GMP inspection and 
batch certification 50'313'601’704 65'083'503’402

16 Construction products 6'105'194'504 2'337'831'017

17 Lifts 551'993'717 192'315'715

18 Biocidal products 99'467'746 62'323'169

19 Cableway installations 18'613'427 2'458'915

20 Explosives for civil use 28'879'730 67'987'444

Total MRA trade 98'660'767’789 105'511'568’572

For comparison:
Total industrial goods trade with the EU-27 146'567'151’623 139’380’168’143


